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know that the Mayas were conquered and greatly
influenced by the Aztecs long before the arrival of
the Spaniards. In all probability the birthplace of
Mayan culture was somewhere in Guatemala, for
here we find the earliest known distinctively Mayan
remains, as well as the most widely disseminated and
varied Mayan dialects. In Guatemala alone there
are more than twenty-four Mayan dialects spoken,
the principal ones being the Quiche, Kakchiquel*
Zutugil, Coxohchol and Pipil.
We also know, from their inscribed dates, how
long the Mayan chronology had been established,
but we cannot tell how long the race may have been
civilized before the calendrical system was invented
or the written language evolved. Moreover, there
are many great gaps in the known or recorded history
of the Mayas. Thus, although we know approxi-
mately the date at which the New Empire entered
Yucatan, we know nothing definite regarding the
Mayas' doings or what became of them in Yucatan
during the interval of several centuries which elapsed
between that date and the founding of the holy city
of the Plumed Serpent (Chichen-Itza). But if recent
discoveries are borne out, and if the date glyphs
found have been correctly Interpreted, it would seem
that the Mayas' New Empire was first established in
southern Yucatan in the district of Bacalar (Mayan
Bakhalal), the first place mentioned in the Mayan
records known as the Books of CJiildm Baldm. These
give the date of the discovery of the spot as 472 A.D.;
but Doctor Gann has found remarkable ruins
in the same district which go back for more than a
century before that date, or to about 333 AJX, and